together with non-neoplastic conditions such as cysts and odontomes that may cause confusion clinically. The account of the pathology of the various tumours is accompanied by descriptions of their clinical features and often by excellent radiographs. The text is strictly orthodox, and the author expresses no opinions on any of the more controversial subjects. It is a pity that an acknowledged expert should be so self-effacing; it is perhaps also in an attempt to give a fair account of all possible views that space is given for such theories as that rickets might be an etiological factor in ameloblastoma, or that the latter might arise from the oral mucosa. And though everyone would probably agree that the 'giant cell reparative granuloma' is not a true neoplasm there is really no objective evidence that it is the result of intramedullary haemorrhage.
It will be evident from the trifling nature of these comments that the reviewer has really nothing but praise for this beautifully produced work that is a credit to both author and publishers, and of value to every oral and general pathologist. R As is inevitable in such a compilation, there is a considerable degree of overlapping, especially in the section on appointments systems. About half the chapters describe individual solutions of specific planning and architectural problems which, while not of general applicability, will no doubt stimulate individual practitioners to give a critical look at their own arrangements. Throughout the book the gap between the basic physical needs of an efficient practice and what is actually possible is stressed, and the lack of financial incentive to independent entrepreneurs made quite clear. The book is well produced and illustrated and is excellent value. Wounded mammalian skin regenerates, but not as perfectly as a lizard's tail and not so well that no efforts to improve the process are required. The epidermis may fail to cover denuded areas if these are large; regenerated skin itself produces neither hair follicles nor sebaceous glands, and it is both deficient in vascularization and overcharged with collagen. If the process of wound healing has been described, the underlying control mechanisms are still the subject of speculation. What are the mechanics of a stratified epithelium? What induces division and migration of epidermal cells? How are the dermal constituents regenerated ?
These and similar questions were discussed at the 13th Symposium on the Biology of the Skin held at Brown University, which is reported in the fifteen chapters of this book. Indeed, to one question, at least, a solution is offered. In a splendid experimental study, Leblond, Greulich and Pereira provide elegant evidence that the progeny of the basal cells in a stratified epithelium are equipotential; as long as cells remain in the basal layer they are capable of division. Subsequent migration to the spinous layer, with differentiation and loss of ability to divide, occurs at random and is quite independent of mitosis. If the question of what controls cell movement and cell division remains undecided, Abercrombie contributes a thoughtful analysis of the possibilities. It is almost invidious to name contributors to this valuable symposium, which covers many other aspects of the subject, such as cell turnover in the dermis, biochemical studies of granulation tissue, the synthesis of fibrous tissue during repair, the regeneration of blood vessels and the mechanism of wound contraction. This book should neither lack readers nor fail to stimulate the entry of new workers to the field.
